
2025 and Beyond – What Truly Matters; and Why! 

• People (connection, engagement & communication) 

• Health (physical, mental, emotional, social, psychological, spiritual, environmental, 

occupational, and financial) 

• Wisdom (education & lifelong learning) 

• Philosophy (personal philosophy & worldview) 

• Finances (quality of life) 

• Mindfulness 

• Authenticity & Self-actualization (Finding your potential and your voice)  

o Art (beauty) 

o Music (movement & mindfulness) 

o Writing (self-expression, communication, deep thought) 

o Fun & Pleasures (dancing, socializing, music, and games) 

Focus, Clarity, Consistency, Balance, and Moderation 

People (connection, engagement & communication) 

People play a vital role in our lives, and their importance can be understood through the lenses of 

connection, engagement, and communication. Belonging and social engagement contribute to 

our overall well-being. Maintaining close family ties and friendships enhances our lives and 

provides us with a social support network. The value of belonging and social engagement 

directly affects physical, mental, emotional, and cognitive health. We find meaning and purpose 

through our social connections and engagement. Being a part of a community, contributing to 

others’ well-being, and building meaningful relationships enrich our lives. Building and 

maintaining strong social connections is essential for leading a balanced, fulfilling, and healthy 

life.  

• Connections 

o Emotional support 

o A sense of belonging 

 

• Engagement 

o Active participation with others 

o Mutual growth 

o Community involvement 

 

• Communication 

o Effective communication and social skills 

o Expression and connection 



Health (physical, mental, emotional, social, psychological, spiritual, environmental, 

occupational, and financial) 

Comprehensive health involves various interconnected components.  

• Physical health 

o Nutrition 

o Exercise 

o Sleep 

o Medical care 

 

• Mental health 

o Cognitive function 

o Stress management 

o Mindfulness and relaxation 

 

• Emotional health 

o Emotional awareness 

o Resilience 

o Positive relationships 

 

• Social health (connection, engagement & communication) 

o Social connections 

o Community involvement 

o Social skills 

 

• Psychological health 

o Self-esteem 

o Purpose and meaning 

o Behavioral health (healthy habits and behaviors) 

 

• Spiritual health 

o Spiritual practices 

o A sense of purpose 

o Inner peace 

 

• Environmental health 

o Healthy environment 

o Sustainable living 

 

 



• Occupational health 

o Work-life balance 

o Job satisfaction 

o Healthy work environment 

 

• Financial health 

o Financial stability 

o Planning and saving 

Wisdom (education & lifelong learning) 

Education and learning are foundational components of a healthy, productive life. They 

contribute significantly to personal growth, decision-making, and overall well-being. Combined 

education and lifelong learning create a powerful synergy that enhances overall well-being and 

productivity. Education provides a knowledge base, while wisdom guides applying that 

knowledge in making informed and effective choices.  

Pursuing education promotes continuous growth, while wisdom ensures that this growth is 

purposeful and aligned with one’s values. Together, they contribute to holistic development, 

encompassing life’s intellectual, emotional, and ethical dimensions. In essence, education and 

wisdom are cornerstones of a healthy, productive life. Education equips us with the knowledge 

and skills needed to succeed, while wisdom provides the insight and judgment necessary to apply 

that knowledge effectively. Embracing both leads to a balanced, fulfilling, and purposeful life.  

• Education 

o Knowledge acquisition 

▪ Foundational skills 

▪ Critical thinking   

 

o Economic opportunities 

▪ Career advancement 

▪ Economic stability 

 

o Social and civic engagement 

▪ Informed citizenship – education fosters an understanding of societal 

issues and encourages active engagement. 

▪ Social awareness 

 

• Wisdom 

o Application of knowledge 

▪ Practical insight 

▪ Life experiences 

 

o Emotional intelligence 

▪ Empathy and understanding 



▪ Resilience and adaptability 

 

o Long-term perspective 

▪ Big picture thinking 

▪ Balanced judgment 

 

Philosophy 

 
Our personal philosophy and worldview are foundational to life satisfaction, fulfillment, 

productivity, and engagement. They shape how we perceive and interact with the world, 

influencing our actions and experiences profoundly. They also shape how we see ourselves.  

 

• Guiding principles and values 

o Core beliefs 

o Moral framework 

 

• A sense of purpose 

o Meaning and direction 

o Long-term vision 

 

• Decision-making and problem-solving 

o Consistent decisions 

o Effective problem-solving 

 

• Relationships and social engagement 

o Interpersonal interactions 

o Community involvement 

 

• Personal growth and learning 

o Continuous improvement 

o Adaptability 

 

• Emotional and mental well-being 

o Stress management 

o Self-compassion 

 

• Work and productivity 

o Intrinsic motivation 

o Ethical practices 

 

To achieve life satisfaction, fulfillment, productivity, and engagement, it’s essential to 

consciously integrate our personal philosophy and worldview into daily life. We can do this 

through reflection, alignment, and an openness to growth. Adopting a philosophy of intentional 

living means making deliberate choices about our lifestyle, habits, and daily activities.  



 

Finances 

Financial health is vital in life satisfaction, fulfillment, productivity, and engagement. 

Philosophically, it can be seen as a means to an end, supporting and enhancing our well-being.  

• Security and stability 

o Basic needs (food, shelter, and healthcare) 

o Emergency preparedness (prepare for the unexpected) 

 

• Freedom and autonomy 

o Choice and flexibility 

o Independence 

 

• Quality of life 

o Increased opportunities 

o Reduced stress 

 

• Personal growth and development 

o Investment in self 

o Pursuit of passions 

 

• Social engagement and contribution 

o Philanthropy and giving back 

o Social connections (being able to participate in social activities and community 

events) 

 

• Long-term planning and vision 

o Goal setting 

o Legacy building 

 

Philosophical reflection 
 

From a philosophical viewpoint, financial health is not an end in itself but a tool that supports 

and enhances the journey toward a meaningful and fulfilling life. It enables us to follow our 

values, pursue our passions, and engage fully with the world. Financial well-being provides the 

foundation for building a life of purpose, connection, and growth. 

 

By integrating financial health into our broader understanding of what truly matters, we create a 

balanced approach that acknowledges the practical necessities of life while striving for deeper 

fulfillment and engagement. 

 

 

 



 

Mindfulness 

Mindfulness and the essence of our soul are fundamental to understanding what truly matters in 

life. Mindfulness provides a deeper connection to ourselves and the world, influencing our 

overall well-being, fulfillment, and perspective on life. 

 

• Meditation practices 

o Self-reflection 

o Religious practices  

o Being in nature 

 

• Journaling 

o Writing about your thoughts and feelings 

o Gratitude journaling. What are you thankful for each day?  

 

• Digital detox 

o Set a time to disconnect from all digital devices every day 

o Spend time being in the present 

 

• Music 

o The right music can reduce stress 

o Improve your mood 

 

Mindfulness soothes your soul. The key is consistency and making it a part of your day. Stress 

damages your mind, body, and soul. Start small and increase the time you step away from the 

chaos in your life. Mindfulness can reduce stress, improve your focus, and help regulate your 

emotions. It can help you become more self-aware and has excellent physical health benefits.  

Authenticity and self-actualization  

 
Authenticity is about aligning your actions, words, and behaviors with your core values, beliefs, 

and personality. As an authentic person, you will present yourself honestly and openly without 

trying to conform to others’ expectations.  

 

Self-actualization is the process of realizing your fullest potential. It is about becoming the best 

version of yourself and achieving your highest hopes, plans, and dreams. Some key components 

of self-actualization are creativity, authenticity, purpose, growth, and autonomy. Individuals who 

reach their potential feel deep satisfaction, fulfillment, and contentment. It is not that they reach a 

goal and eureka; they are there; it is a personal growth that continues throughout their life.  

 

• Personal pursuits  

o Art (beauty) 

o Music (movement & mindfulness) 



o Writing (self-expression, communication, deep thought) 

o Fun & pleasures (dancing, socializing, music, and games) 

Conclusions 

These areas of life are interconnected and should be addressed when setting life goals. It is also 

essential to add the following concepts into your daily life. We find our purpose through living 

an intentional, balanced life. We grow through setting goals and following through to achieve 

those goals.  

Focus, Clarity, Consistency, Balance, and Moderation 

At the end of the day, having our basic needs met, having a strong social support network, and 

engaging in meaningful activities, whether it is work, school, or our passions, are what truly 

matters. Finding joy and happiness daily is the difference between surviving and thriving. To 

flourish, we need to reach optimal holistic well-being. Which will bring life satisfaction, 

fulfillment, and purpose into our existence.  
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Building Resilience: How to Bounce Back from Life’s Challenges. 

https://www.practicesafe.co.nz/post/building-resilience-how-to-bounce-back-from-life-s-

challenges 

Parts of this document are AI-generated text using Microsoft Copilot. My prompts included: 

• What Truly Matters – Health: When a person is looking at their overall health, what 

components should be included? Here is my preliminary list: mental, physical, social, 

emotional, and psychological. 

 

• What Truly Matters – Mindfulness: In looking philosophically at what truly matters 

and why, how does mindfulness and the essence of our soul fit into the big picture? 

 

• What Truly Matters – Philosophy and Worldview: In looking at this big picture of life 

satisfaction, fulfillment, productivity, and engagement. How does our personal 

philosophy and worldview fit? 

 

• What Truly Matters – Social Engagement: Why are people important in our lives to 

address connection, engagement, and communication? What is the value of belonging 

and social engagement in our overall well-being? 

 

• What Truly Matters – Wisdom and Education: In looking at what truly matters in the 

big picture of a healthy, productive life. Why is education and wisdom important? 

 

 

https://www.practicesafe.co.nz/post/building-resilience-how-to-bounce-back-from-life-s-challenges
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